ROBESPIERRE
were the Cordeliers and many of the workmen of the
faubourgs.
To save the monarchy, the Constitutionalists held
fast to the fiction that the King had been kidnapped,
and proposed that all those connected with the flight
should be arrested and dealt with by the courts. The
King and Queen—the supposed victims of the kid-
napping and, moreover, inviolable—would merely be
asked to make a statement to a committee appointed
for that purpose.
Now, Robespierre was none too enthusiastic about
the republican movement himself. He considered it
premature. If a republic were established, it would be
so, he thought, in name only. In reality it would be a
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, with Lafayette at the
head. This he considered more inimical to the progress
of democracy and social reform than the balancing of
power between the court and the bourgeoisie, with the
Fourth Estate as the arbiter. The word "republic" did
not dazzle him as it did many of his radical contempo-
raries. He believed with Rousseau that a republic can be
aristocratic and a monarchy democratic. Venice was a
republic, yet far from being a democracy. Even the
American Republic did not satisfy him. "Who would",
he said, "exchange the sublime destinies of the people
of France for the constitution of the United States,
which, being based upon the aristocracy of wealth is*
already tending towards despotism?" And he pointedly
asked: "Is it in the terms monarchy and republic that
the solution of the great social problems is to be found?"
All this is clear enough, but in the days immediately
following the King's return he was not so explicit
He appears, in fact, to have been purposely vague
From the standpoint of political strategy this was prob-
ably the best course he could have followed. Republi-
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